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With a large majority of the population not knowing how to
read and write, the hardship which death duties would entail on
the illiterate masses are likely to be very serious and the recovery
of such duties? not so easy as may appear at first sight. After
another 20 or 25 years, it might be feasible to introduce the
proposed legislation.
From the Advocate-General, High Court, Bombay, to the
Secretary to the Government, Home Department.
I am of opinion that universal representation is advisable and
feasible in the Bombay Presidency and a succession, transfer or
mutation duty should be imposed.
It should be impossible for any person to establish a right in
any Court of Justice to any part of the estate of a deceased person
unless he has taken out probate or letters of administration.
As pointed out by the Government of India, this form of
taxation if applied should be universally applied and a portion of
the legislation, at least, should be Central.
From the Solicitor to Government, Bombay, to the Secretary
to the Government of Bombay, Home Department.
The proposals affect two subjects of different aspect although
for the purpose of collection of the proposed duty or taxation in
the nature of an inheritance or death duty they are rightly consi-
dered together. The first is the question of whether the time has
arrived to require that in all cases of death legal representation of
some sort should be taken out in respect of the property passing on
the death. The second question is whether taxation in the form
of death duties should be introduced/
2.    With regard to the first point, I am certainly in favour of
legislation being introduced to   remove the   anomaly under which
the necessity for obtaining probate of Will and of taking out letters
of Administration in the   case of persons  dying intestate   is only
incumbent on certain classes and  in certain  areas, and to make it
necessary that on the death of every person in India where proper-
ty of above a certain value passes as a result of that death, legal
representation   to the estate of the  deceased shall be obtained
from the Court.
3.    I think that  legislation with the above object should be
enacted by the Central  Legislature and that this should be made^
universal throughout India.    Unless this is done  in these days of
rapid transport and inter-communication,  questions of provincial
domicile would be likely to arise which would give great  trouble.
Universal representation should be made compulsory throughout.
India.